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The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 

Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 

hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 

in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 

for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 

_ Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 

_ try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 

mel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
‘not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
_ at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
_ the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
' they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


‘MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except. for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission tohospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 


“Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and 


are tabulated on asomewhat different basis (e.g., the’ April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in Nay). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc. ) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The résulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 


| reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
| "disease." It may be noted that under the term infectious hepatitis are 
- -ineluded cases reported as jaundice and cholangitis. 


shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fér the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to. induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates dre 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual andmonthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
@ year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


‘ The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended isa list of 


| cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. In reading the detail tables, it should be borne inmind that admission 


rates based onsmall numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


aon The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
| confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives pér thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 


each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 


‘strength of aCommand is changing markedly or when aCommand has a relatively 
| large number of General Hospitals. 


received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 29 December 1944 the re- 
ported admission rete from all causes decreased 5 
percent to 514 per year per thousand strength, which 
is the lowest morbidity recorded in any week during 
194L. This decrease, following the relatively size- 
able drop in the admission rate the previous week, 
is charecteristic of the trend of morbidity noted 
during the holiday season in recent years. The cur- 
rent week's morbidity is about 40 percent lower than 
during the corresponding week of 1943, at which time 
an outbreak of common respiretory infections had 
only just passed its peek. 


Morbidity from disease decreased correspondingly 
during the current week to 461 per thousand; however 
the minimum rete for disease during 1944 wes that re- 
gistered at the end of June (456 per thousand). 


The admission rate from injury remained at 53 
per thousand, which is the lowest rate recorded 
during 1944. The recent injury experience is not 
strictly comparable with that reported prior to 
October, since in large part it merely reflects com 
pliance with the directive issued 29 September chk, 
which provided thet injuries existing prior to entry 
into active service and readmitted cases should be 
recorded under "disease" rather than under “injury; " 
previously they had been reported as "injuries." 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. remained 


lat about the same level as during the previous week 
(112 per thousend). The current week's admission 
rate from these causes is about 80 percent lower than 
during the corresponding week of 1943, at which time 
jmorbidity from upper respiratory infections was 


RESTRICTED 


A) aoe pire z wv 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


continuing in epidemic proportions. 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained at ll 
per thousand for the third consecutive week. 


Morbidity} 


from this cause is almost 50 percent below that for the} 


- corresponding week of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 


Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases | 


contracted prior to entry into active service, de- 


creased from 40 per thousend to 37 per thousand for the| 


current week. This is the lowest rate reported since 
the week ending 6 October 1944, 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery continued : 


for the fourth consecutive week at the relatively low 
seasonal level of 7 per thousand. The number of new 


cases of meningitis remained at 25, which is about the | 


average for the previous four weeks. New cases of 


ne 
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: 
\ , 


f 
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| 


rheumatic fever increased to 72; this marked increase | 


was the result of a relatively large number of cases re- 


ported by Santa Ana AAB, California. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: _ 


The admission rate from disease decreased in all 
Service Commands except the Third, Fifth, and Sixth and 
‘The Military District of Washington, in which fraction- 
al or moderate increases in morbidity were recorded, 
The greatest declines in morbidity (10 percent or more) 
were reported by the Second, Fourth, and Seventh Service 


Command, 


The Third Service Command reported the highest 


morbidity from all causes (629 per thousand) end from — 
disease (581 per thousand), being closely followed by — 
The lowest morbidity from | 
all causes (448 per thousand) end from disease (407 pe 


the Second Service Command. 


a5 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


RESTRICTED 


o 50 - | - 50 < 
= Ps) 
& 5 
Bo 40 E a +40 om 
ib | eee 
We | | .s 
z ty oes ees | E | Seat 5 te BAS om 
u | | | S56 
-° | | | | or 
me 20 : sea reaemgeey iF j a eo 
36 | as 
: i . OAS a nee SORE rns Le ee ae : 
¢ 4 
SO oO Of 
=< JAN APR JULY JULY OCT = 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
NUMBER ne a ee ee - ott 


(AS OF 
END OF WEEK) 


30,000 


L 
L 


JAN 


RESTRICTED 


| 

| 
Quam | iN) URY 
ms em ee NEUROPSYCHIATRIC 


ms 
| 
| 


 @eeeoe~eoe BATTLE CASUALTY 


| 


--" 


APR JULY 


Th 


| 


| 


T 
| 


| 
| 


+ EE Ea 


| 
| 


0 a ee ee OO eS 


7 NUMBER 


(AS OF 
END OF WEEK) 


30,000 


| 10,000 


OCT 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


“Volume IV - Keport No. 52 


i a 


thousand) was registered in the Seventh Service Com- 
mand, . 


The admission rate from injury increased sig- 
nificantly in the First, Third, and Sixth Service 
Commands and The Military District of Washington, 
while a notable decrease was reported by the Ninth 
Service Command. The Kighth Service Command re- 
ported the highest morbidity from injury (60 per 
thousand), closely followed by the Fourth Service 


Command. 


Respiretory Causes: 


“The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
decreased sharply in the First and Seventh Service 
Commands, while increases were reported in the Fifth 
and ‘Sixth Service Commands. As a result, the Fifth’ 
and Sixth Service Commands reported the highest mor- 
bidity from this cause (20 per thousand or almost 
double the rete for the country as a whole). 


Common Communicable Diseases: 


AL LLCO LE I 


Morbidity from "new" venereal diseases (ex- 


porting only slight declines. 
from these causes was reported by the Second Service 
Command (55 per thousand). The relatively high mor- 
bidity in this Command is due in large part to the 
presence of task force troops not under its juris- 


diction. 


if Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery continued 
| iow in all Service Commands, with only The Military 


| per thousand, 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


Vistrict of Washington reporting a rate as high as 10 


_ RESTRICTED 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate increased for the twenty- 
fourth consecutive week to 56.7 per thousand; this is 
the highest rate recorded during this war. More than 
30 percent of the current non-effective rate arises from 
days of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel’sta- 
5. eas in this country is estimated to be lower than in] 
1943. Bo. 


ed 
PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 29 December 1944s 
The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was] 
reported at 22,831 or about 1,300 more than at the end |. 
of the previous week and thus the highest reported so 
far in this war. The number of non-battle injury 
patients remaining was reported at about 29,600. The 
nunber of battle casualty patients remaining increased 
by about 2,900 to number 37,335. : 


CHRTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 29 December there were . 
3,049 enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 1,900 lesq 
than the previous week; the decline was the result of | 
the holiday season since there were fewer CDD's able to] 
be processed then. About 53 percent of these discharges} 
were reported by General Hospitals. Included among the | 
3,049 CDD's were 1,137 neuropsychiatric cases. agen | 
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PIFTH SERVICE COMMAND 133539 547 

Atterbury, Cp., Ind, 852 

594 

Knox, Ft., Ky. (RH) 666 
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COLDS 
INFLUENZA 
ETC. 
(INCLUDING 
AND 
DYSENTER 
VENEREAL 
NUMBER OF 
DISPOSITIONS 
BY CDD 


ATYPICAL) 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 


PNEUMONIA 
DIARRHE 
MEASLES 
M’COCGIG 
MENINGITIS 
INFECTIOUS 
HEPATITIS 


Wright Fld., Ohio # 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS. UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 


SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 


Chanute Fld., Ill. (RH) 
Ellis, Cp., Ill. 


Scott Pld., Ill. (RH) 
x Truax Fld., Wis. (RH 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 
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SEVENTH SERVICE COMMAND 


w 
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F. E. Warren, Ft., Wyo. (RH 


Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo. (RH) 


Lincoln, AAF, Nebr. (RH) 


Sioux Falls, AAF, S. Dak. (RH 


Snelling Ft., Minn. | 


409 
382 
745 | 
470 
400 
307 
345 
576 
327 
| 390 
one 
TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER ae 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 115285 
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EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND 761537 


Alamogordo, AAB, N. Mex. 


Amarillo, AAF, Tex. (RH) 
Ardmore, AAF, Okla. 


Barkeley, Cp., Tex. (RH) 
Barksdale Fld., La. (RH) 


Bliss, Ft., Tex. 


Bowie, Cp. Tex. 


Chaffee, Vos Ark. 


Claiborne, Cp., Lae 
Clovis, AAF, N. Mex. 


Ellington Fld., Tex. 
Fannin ~ eo» TOX. 
Fort Worth, AAF. Tex. 


Gruber, Cp., Okla. 


Harlingen, AAF, Tex. 


Hondo, AAF, Tex 
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| Midland, AAF, Tex. 


New Orleans PoE, La. 
Polk, Cp., La. (RH) 


Pyote, AAF, Tex. (RH) 


Randolph Fid., Tex. 


Roswell, AAF, N. Mex. 


Sam Houston, Ft., Tex. 


San Antonio, Tex. (RH) 
Avn. Cdt. Ctr 


San Marcos, AAF, Tex. 


Selman Fld., Lae 
Sill, Ft., Okla. 
Swift, Cp., Tex. (RH) 


Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
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i Beale, Cp, Calif. 


Cooke, Cp., Calif. 


Fresno, ASCTC, Calif. 


Los Ang 
McDowell, Ft., Calif. 
rch Fld., Calif. 


Mt. Hone, AAF, Idaho 


Muroc AAF, Calif. 
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NINTH SERVICE COMMAND (Cont? d) 


San Francisco, Presidio, Calif. 


San Luis Obispo, Cp., Calif. 


Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. (RH) # 
Stoneman, Cp., Calif, 


Tonopah, AAB, Nev. 


Victorville, AAF, Calif. 


~ 


Yuma, AAF, Ariz. 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 
BS} 227 
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March Fld., Calif. 


Sante Ana, AAB, Calif. 
Tyndall Fid., Fla. Soe 


Geiger Fld., Wash. 


Roberts, Cp., Calif. . 


Nolters, Cp., Tex 
Knox, Ft., Ky. 


Keesler Fld., Miss. eee 

Lawton, Ft., Wash. ce = 

Boca Raton Fld., Fla. foe 
21 


| ssn | 296 rennin, coe, tox. 


Wash. Gen. Disp. D.C. 3 


Barkele Cp. ex 


VENEREAL (EXCLUDING EPTS) DISEASE EXCLUDING VENEREAL EPTS 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 
Shanks, Cp., N. id 


Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 4 
_|Los Angeles PoE, Calif, # 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (2 


DIPHTHERIA (15) 


6—Geo. G. Meade, Ft., hid. 


-Buckingham AAF, Fla. 
l—Pyote AAF, Tex. 
1-Hood, Cp., Tex. 
l-Las Vegas AAF, Nev. 
4-Lettermn GeHe,y Calif. 
l-Mather Fld., Calif. 
1-McDowell, Ft., Calif. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (3) 
2—Brooke G.He, TeXe 
-~March Fld., Caast< 


UNDULANT FEVER (2) 


2-Wash. Gen. Disp. D.C. 


i COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (7) 


N—Ord. Ft., Calif. 

i2—Roberts, Cp., Calif. 

Haan, Cpe, Calif. 
Delayed Report 

\ Week ending 12/22 

2-Santa Anz AAB, Calif. 
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1—Jackson AAB, Miss. 
1—Jos. T. Robinson, Cp.,ArkJl-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 
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FILARTASIS (3) 
l-Erie Prov. Grd., Ohio 
1-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
1-Victorville AAF, Calif. 


POLIOMYELITIS (2 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (1) 
Delayed Report 
Week ending 12/22 
-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 


Gordon, Cpe, Gae 
—Orlando AAFTC, Fla. 


LEISHMANIASIS (1) 


.—Borden G.eH., Okla. 


AMEBIC DYSENTERY 
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LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE. OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


“STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT | 
34—Geo. Ge Meade, Fte, Md. 
13-Chanute Fld., Iil. 


1-Mason GeHe, NeYe 
1-McPherson, Ft., Ga. 
l-Erie Prov. Grd., Ohio 
l-Howze, Cpe, Tex. 
1-Nolers, Cpe, Tex. 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (6) BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
3—Blanding, Cp., Fla. 12-Columbia AAB, S.C. F 
1-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp.,Arkd{16-Gruber, Cp., Okla. q 
1-Prince Rupert Staging 

area, B.C. 
Delayed Report 
Week ending 12/22 
1-Venice AAF, Ga. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS — 

AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 

AND STATIONS UNDER © 
5000 STRENGTH 


1-Presque Isle AAF, Me. 
1-Suffolk Co. AAF, N.Y. 
1-Bronx Area 8.H., N.Y. 
1—Crile G.H., Ky. 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
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This speciel report presents a brief preliminary 
review of health conditions in 1944 as compared with 
those in 1943. It should be emphasized thet the 1944 
figures in this report are provisional and subject to 
some changes on the basis of corrected reports. The 

evised final figures for 1944 will be published in a 
special report as soon as they become available. 


In general the health of the Army in the conti- 
mental United States was markedly better during 1944 
than in 1943. The admission rate from all causes for 
nol is estimated at about 630 per year ver thousand 
strength, which represents a decréase of almost 25 
percent from the rate of $19 per thousand for 1943 
(see chart on page 25). The Navy's morbidity experi- 
ence at continentsal shore stations has apparently 
also been materially lower in 1944 as compared with 


ngh3. 


The improvement in the Army's morbidity during 
1944 was due to lower admission rates’for both dis- 
tease and injury. Morbidity from disease decreased 
from 739 per thousand to about 560 per thousand, while 
he admiesion rate from injury decTined from 80 per 
housand to less than 70 per thousand. (It should be 
oted that some of the decrease in the injury rate 
since October 1944 reflects merely a change in the 
eporting of readmitted injury cases and injuries ex- 
isting prior to entry into active service from "in tu. 
y" to "disease"). 


In considering morbidity from the more important 
ommunicable diseases, it is noteworthy that in 
practically all instances lower admission rates were 
ecorded in 1944 than in 1943, For example, morbidi- 
ty from colds, influenza, etc. (which comprise the 
largest single group of diseases) was about 40 percent 
cower in 1944 than in 1943. This lower morbidity was 
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PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF HEALTH CONDITIONS IN 1944 


‘during hospitalization for venereal dieease, the 
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responsible for more than half of the decline in the 
admission rate for all diseases combined. A large part 
of the 1944 decrease in morbidity from colds, influenze 
etc, was due to the fact that the level of admissiong 
during November and December 1944 was relatively low, | 
in contrast to the corresponding period of 1943 during | 
which a sharp outbreak of upper respiratory infections | 
began (in mid-November) and reached its peak (mid-De- | 
cember). Moreover, each week of 1944 recorded lower 
morbidity from these causes than the corresponding week] 
in 1943, While the situation reported by the Navy's’ | 
continental shore stations was not nearly as favorable, }| 
the Navy's admission rate for respiratory diseases was 
also markedly lower in 1944 as compared with 1943, 


The Army's morbidity from pneumonia during 1944 
was about 30 percent lower than during 1943. The pro- | 
portion of total oneumonia cases which were reported as} 
atypical was somewhat higher in 1944 than in 1943; how} 
ever, the admission rate for atypical pneumonia alone. 
was at about the same level in both years. 


Venereal diseases, excluding cases contracted 
prior to entry into active service were the only major | 
communicable disease group to register an increase 
during 1944. The 1944 admission rate from these causes 
of about 34 per thousand represented a rise of about 30] 
percent over the 1943 rate of 26 per thoueand. The ; 
Navy also reported a higher admission rate for venereal] 
diseases in 1944, All of the increase in the Army's | 
morbidity from venereal diseases was accounted for by | 
gonorrhea cases since both syphilis and other venereal | 
diseases registered small but significant drops. The | 
increase in morbidity from venereal diseases reflects a} 
number of factors among them being: a lower proportion] 
of troops training at relatively isolated camps, the 
change in regulations regarding forfeiture of pay 


ee 6 
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fevailability of penicillin for treatment of venereal Mortality from all causes during 1944 was esti- 
idisease, etc. : mated at 2.6 per thousand as compared with 2.4 per 
| aaah thousand during 1943. The death rate from disease de- 
Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery registered creased by about 10 percent in 1944, while the injury 
la decrease of about 25 percent in 1944 as compared death rate registered a 15 percent rise. 
jwith 1943, A large part of this decline is attribut- 
fable to the lower proportion of troops in training and The non-effective rate for Army personnel statione 
jon Maneuvers. in this country is estimated to have been appreciably 
| lower in 1944 than in 1943. However, the mean number 
| Morbidity from mumps was about 40 percent lower | of non-effectives per 1000 strength was markedly higher 
Jin 1944 than in 1943; for measles the decrease in in 1944 than in 1943, because among the non-effectives 
morbidity was even greater (about 65 percent) while reported by the hospitals in the United States was in- 
|the admission rate for scarlet fever showed a decline cluded a steadily rising number of men evacuated from 
Jof about 20 percent from the 1943 experience. It overseas. - 

should be noted however, that morbidity from these 

auses was relatively high during 1943 as compared 
jwith previous years. Meningitis was reported during 
L944 at a rate about 50 percent under that in 1943, but 
morbidity from rheumatic fever was at a somewhat 


higher level in 1944, 


There was a relatively sharp. increase in 1944 in 
jthe number of admissions for malaria presumably out- 
side the United States, representing predominantly 
jrecurrent cases among troops transferred or evacuated 
from overseas. Morbidity from malaria acquired in 
[this country was at a somewhat lower level in 1944 

han in 1943, . 


The admission rate for neuropsychiatric disorders 
Meclined in the early months of 1944 but rose in Sep- 
ember, probably as*a result of WD Circular No. 370, 
12 September 1944, which provided that enlisted men 

mot meeting the minimum standards for induction for 
hom suitable assignments were not available could be 
discharged. For the year as a whole morbidity from 
Oe masta disorders was somewhat higher than 
Hin 1943, 
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ees OF MORBIDITY RATES_IN 1944 AND 1943 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 
10 20 30 40 


ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 


ALL i VENEREAL 
CAUSES (EXCL. EPTS) 


PNEUMONIA 


DISEASE ‘ ; 
(INCL. ATYPICAL) 16 6 aor ae 


COLDS, DIARRHEA 8.9 


INFLUENZA 3 : AND 
ETC. | DYSENTERY 11.6 


INJURY 


0 200 400 600 800 
ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 


MEASLES 


(@) 10 20 30 40 
ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 


" 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


RESTRICTED 


Nolume ye IV - Report No. 52 _ 


- <a — —_—— 


|| NATURE OF THE DATA: 


This report deals with injuries to military person- 


|} nel sustained during November and reported in the 

|| Monthly Injury Summary Reports (WD AGO Form 508) sub- 
|} mitted under the provisions of WD Circulars 252 
| (20 June 1944) and 438 (14 November 1944). 
‘|| required that the reports for November be submitted 
| only for the period 1 to 24 November. 
| half of the reports covered the full calendar month of 
'| 30 days; such reports were adjusted so as to be on an 
| estimated 24 day basis so as to be comparable with the 
| other reports. 


The latter 


However, about 


It should be noted that the instructions from the 


Office of The Surgeon General (sent to the headquarters 
of each Service Command under date of 29 September 


| 1944) have required that admissions for injuries sus- 
| tained prior to entry on active service (EPTS) and 
| readmissions for injury should not be included in these 


| reports. 


While this directive was also made applicable 


to injuries reported in the Statistical Health Reports 
| (WD MD Form 86ab), some installations apparently con- 
| tinued during November to include EPTS injuries and 
| readmitted injuries in their Statistical Health Reports. 


Another point of difference between the Monthly 
Injury Summary Reports and the Statistical Health 
Reports is that patients admitted with both a disease 
and an injury as well as injuries to patients after 


admission must always be reported as injuries in the 


former reports but not necessarily in the latter. 


| Except for these relatively minor differences, the 


i 
i 
| 
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definition of an injury in the Monthly Injury Summary 
Reports is the same as that in the Statistical Health 


‘Reports. 


fhe Monthly Injury Summary Reports cover all mili- 
tary personnel at Class I, If, and IV installations 
with a military strength of 25 or more. AAF personnel 


ANALYSIS OF INJURIES 


i le 
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at such installations are included, but all personnel 
of Class III installations regardless of arm or service) 
are excluded, being covered by the separate reporting 
system of the AAF. 


For reporting purposes, military personnel are clas- 


. sified according to whether or not attached for medical 


care to the reporting medical installation. Injuries 
are classified primarily as to whether they were sus— 
tained on duty or off duty (i.e. on leave, pass, fur- 
lough, or AWOL). Injuries have been further classi- 

fied according to type of injury, nature of activity, 
causative agent, and unsafe condition or act. 


In general, the analysis of injuries is confined to 
injuries sustained by military personnel attached for 
medical care to the reporting installations while on 
duty, because only such injuries are subject to effec- 
tive control by military authorities. Since the fre- 
quency of particular types of injuries depends to a 
large extent on the nature of the activities carried 
on within the Service Command or station, no definite 
conclusions can be drawn from differences in rates (or 
percentage distributions of injuries) by type of injury 
causative agent, etc. unless the nature and the extent 
of particular forms of activity are also taken into 
account. 


The November data included in this analysis cover 
99 percent of the strength of the installations from 
Which reports should have been received, None of the 
Service Commands had an especially high proportion of 
its total strength not reporting, so that comparability 
between Service Commands is believed to be reasonably 
good. 


Fe 
2 area 


ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
The chart on page 28 shows the admission rate from 
injury at the installations covered by the Monthly 


Injury Summary Reports, derived from the data reported 
in the Statistical Health Reports. This rate is seen 
to have decreased from about 100 per thousand strength 
per year in July and August 1943 to a level of about 
70 per thousand during the period from December 1943 
to April 1944; since that time it increased slightly 
to 75 per thousand during the summer months and 
declined in October to 70 per thousand and in November 
to 66 per thousand. It should be noted however, that 
prior to October the injury admission rate included 
all EPTS and readmitted injuries (see Nature of the 
Data) and that a large part of the decline for the 
rate for October and November represents merely the 


exclusion by most reporting installations of both EPTS 


and readmitted injuries. 


Analysis of Admissions by Duty Status: 
The Monthly Injury Summary Reports indicate that in 


respect to personnel attached for medical care to the 
reporting installation 88 percent of the injury admis- 
| sions were sustained on duty. On the other hand, for 
|unattached personnel only about 20 percent were sus- 
tained on duty. For both attached and unattached per- 
sonnel combined, off duty injuries accounted for 16 
percent of all injury admissions. The admissions for 
attached personnel represented 94 percent of all 
injury admissions (irrespective of duty status). 


| Analysis of Deaths by Duty Status: 
For attached personnel about percent of the 
-|reported deaths were on duty, while among the unat- 
tached personnel the corresponding proportion was only 
|about 40 percent. Of the total reported deaths : 
| (irrespective of duty status) about 55 percent were 
-|among attached personnel. Included among the reported 
deaths were 11 suicides; these accounted for about 10 
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percent of all such deaths. 


Analysis of Admissions by Type of Injury: 
Over 75 percent of the on duty injuries among 


attached personnel were represented by wounds, frac- | 
tures, or sprains (including strains and overexertion) | 
with roughly an equal proportion of cases falling with- | 
in each of these three categories (see table on page 
29). As would be expected, most of the admissions for | 
reactions to drug, serum, or anesthetic (2.2 percent — 
of the total admissions) were reactions to immunization) 
and occurred at reception centers and staging areas. | 


Analysis of Admissions ey Nature of Activity, Causative | 
Agent, and Unsafe Condition or Acts ay 


Almost 80 percent of the on duty injuries among | 
attached personnel occurred in scheduled activities, | 
the leading categories beings work details (16 percent),| 
field problems (1, percent), supervised athletics (10 | 

| 


percent), and other scheduled activities (11 percent). 

Over 40 percent of the on duty injuries among attached | 
personnel were caused by agents other than those spe- | 
cifically listed in the report. The only causative | 
agent showing a relatively large proportion was terrain| 
(28 percent). Land vehicles (not armored) accounted | 
for only 6 percent of the total admissions. The low | 
proportion of aircraft injuries (.2 percent) was to be | 
expected because the reports do not cover AAF personnel. 


| 

In 67 percent of the on duty injuries among attached — | 
personnel no unsafe condition or act was reported to 
| 

, 

) 


have been found. The remaining cases were about 
equally divided between unsafe conditions and unsafe 


acts. 


“ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 


150 


125 


100 


75 


50 


MORBIDITY FROM INJURIES 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES EXCLUSIVE OF AAF STATIONS 


RESTRICTED 


150 


a 


125 


+ 100 


75 


50 


HIONSYLS 000! Y¥3d NOISSINGY JO 31VY¥ IVANNV 


SEPT... OCT NOV DEC 


FEB MAR APR 


25 


“NOV DEG 


1943 7 1944 


‘ - Feet senvioe Eohass co 
FFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
RESTRICTED — £0 : MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


Volume IV = Report No. 52 | be RESILRIGIED 


ANALYSIS OF INJURIES 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF ON DUTY INJURIES AMONG ATTACHED PERSONNEL. 
BY CLASSIFICATIONS, NOVEMBER 1944 


- CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES EXCLUSIVE OF AAF STATIONS 


BY TYPE OF INJURY BY CAUSATIVE AGENT 


Wound Armored vehicle — 1.0% 
Fracture Land vehicle—-not armored 5.6 
Sprain, strain or overexertion Aircraft 2 
Burn (excl. sunburn) Machines 1.1 
Blisters (excl. burns) Heavy weapons—~not hand weapons 1.6 
Effect of heat, cold or exposure Firearms 3.1 
Bite or sting ' Equipment other than firearms 5.5 
Inhalation or aspiration Explosives - 4.0 
Absorption or ingestion (incl. poison) Chemicals oe 
Reaction to drug, serum or anesthetic Animals or insects 1.4 
Deliberately self-inflicted injury Building 5.1 
Suicide Terrain 27.5 
Other Other 418 
Total Total 100.0 

BY NATURE OF ACTIVITY : BY UNSAFE CONDITION OR ACT | 
Drill or march | Defective equipment 1.7% 
Obstacle course Improper dress or apparel 8 ) 
Supervised athletics Hazardous arrangement 504 
Supervised personal combat Other unsafe condition Te2 
Physical training Total, unsafe condition 15.1% 
Transportation 
Field problem Horseplay 3.1 
Training in use of firearms 
Work detail Total, unsafe act 17.5 


Other scheduled activity 
Unsupervised games 
Other unsupervised activity 


Total 


RESTRICTED 


| 
Other unsafe act my , 
| 
Unsafe condition or unsafe act not found 674 | 
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| Analysis Service Commands and Technical Services: 
| On page 31 there appears a sumsary (for the United 
| States, the Service Commands, and the Technical Ser- 
| vices) of the number of cases and annual rates of 
admission and of death from injury, classified accord- 
ing to duty status, separately for attached and unat- 
| attached personnel, It should be kept in mind that 
only deaths from injuries sustained during November 
j| and only those which took place at the reporting 
| installation have been reported; this is the reason 
why only about half of the total injury deaths 
reported in Statistical Health Reports were also 
reported in the Monthly Injury Summary Reports. 


Under the three Technical Services there are shown 
only those installations which were assigned for 
| safety supervision to the Chiefs of Chemical Warfare 
Service, Ordnance, and Transportation Corps, respec-~ 
tively. 


_ The annual admission rate for injuries to attached 
personnel on duty varied from a low of about 25 per 
thousand in the First, Second, and Third Service Con- 
mands and the Military District of Washington to a 
high of 72 per thousand in the Fourth Service Command 
‘| followed by the Eighth Service Command (62 per thou- 
| sand). The Chemical Warfare Service, Ordnance, and 
the Transportation Corps installations all reported 
somewhat lower injury rates than the avemee for the 
| nesead de 


The admission rate for off duty injuries to 
| @ttached personnel did not vary widely as between Ser~ 
| vice Canmands, considering the relatively small numbers 
| of cases involved. The admission rate for injuries to 
unattached personnel showed considerable variation by 
Service Coumand; the highest rates were reported by the 
| Second and Third Service Commands in which many cities 
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are located with relatively large numbers of mili- 
tary personnel away from their regular stations, | 


Oa pages 32 and 33 there are presented the detailed | 
analyses by Service Command or Technical Service of on | 
duty injuries to attached personnel according to type | 
of injury, nature of activity, causative agent, and 
unsafe condition or act. 


The relatively high injury rate in the Fourth Ser— | 
vice Command, and to a lesser extent in the Eighth 
Service Command, occurred because of high incidence of 
training activities. Ordnance reported unusually high 
rates from drill or march and work detail. Chemical | 
Warfare Service showed a relatively high admission rate 
of injury from supervised athletics, work details, and 

chemicals. Both the Fourth Service Comaand and Ord=- | 
nance showed relatively high rates of injury attribut—- 
able to terrain. These findings indicate that the | 
injury rates tend to reflect the chief types of activ— 
ity in the Service Command or Technical Service. 


Analysis of Data by Stations: 
On pages 34 to 49 there are presented analyses of « 


duty injuries to attached personnel for individual 
stations which had a mean strength of at least 20,000 
(3,000 for stations of the Technical Services), In 
making comparisons the different nature and the varying 
extent of activities at the stations should be borne ir 
mind. Here, unlike in the previous summaries, the data 
are shown as reported when the report referred to a 30 
day period rather than the 24 day period as properly — 
should have been. 4 


The following stations reported the highest admis= — 
sion rates for on duty injuries to attached personnel: 
Camp Benning, Ga. (140 per thousand), Camp Swift, Tex. 
(119 per thousand) and Camp Jos. T. Robinson, Arie Om 
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